
A Publication of Shrine Masons. April, 2021 - Vol. 121, Issue 4



2          Al Kader Oasis - April 2021

From the Potentate’s Desk 
by 2021 Potentate Terry Griffith - potentate@bendbroadband.com

Welcome Spring! I think just about 
everyone is looking forward to spring 
and summer, for various reasons. Not 
only does it bring new life but this year 
it also brings solace in the hope that the 
pandemic has taken a positive turn. We 
have been tested and will emerge with a 
new determination.

March has brought me the ability to 
visit “God’s Country,” Tillamook County 
Shrine Club and enjoy some great 
hospitality, as well as a meeting with 
the Columbia County Shrine Club. It is 
always great to meet and see our Nobles 
and their ladies. It also gave me the 
opportunity to sit down with the Greeters 

during their meeting. You begin to see the depth of our fraternity as well 
as the immense history we have. 

Linn County Shrine Club hosted a Cold Sands for candidate Nathan 
Alexander, which had a great turnout. I have stated that when we have a 
candidate that is ready for a fez, I will travel to them within a short time 
period and we will conduct a Cold Sands. Nothing is more important that 
bringing in new members.

I am sad to report that the Potentate’s Ball, scheduled for May 15 is 
another victim of the times. I have decided to cancel it because I didn’t 
feel that it was fair to have limit the number who could attend, due to the 
pandemic restrictions. Instead, we are making plans for a large Al Kader 
Awards Banquet on December 11, with hopefully lesser restrictions.

How many times have you heard MEMBERSHIP and thought, yes, 
someone needs to do something about that! Well, in looking back 
a hundred years, Al Kader had 6,000 Nobles and now we are under 
1,000. There are several reasons for this including advancements in 
technology, the family unit, employment and others, but each one of us, 
must understand that it is OUR (each one of us) job to recruit and retain 
Nobles. It has often been said that the Shrine Hospital is the best kept 
secret, well let’s take that one step further and say that Shriners, itself, is 
also the best kept secret. Now more than ever, each of us needs to share 
the Shriners story with men we come into contact with. Those, who you 
think would be good Shriners, regardless if they are Masons or not. We 
have a great product to sell, our Fraternity, and so let’s sell it!
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Chaplain’s Report 
by Noble Steven Levin

What a great pleasure it is to address all of you 
with what is probably one of the most incredible 
examples of a foundational tenet of our brotherhood. 
We share a common goal in making every effort 
to seek the light. Perhaps, for most of us, at 
this juncture in our quest for that light, we are 
witnessing a beginning of an end to the horrific 
pandemic with which we were visited.

With regard to “light,” there is a proverbial “light at 
the end of the tunnel.” The brilliant minds working 
tirelessly to develop vaccines for the populace has 
also been enhanced by story upon story of those 
selfless nurses, doctors, firemen, police, teachers, 
and just plain everyday citizens who have not only 
stepped up to the bar, but in many cases, exceeded 
way beyond the expected in ministering to us, the 
essence of what we have desperately needed to 
survive the ravages of the Covid curse. 

I think often these days of the folks who have 
manned the stations at places that provide us 
with everything from food to fuel for our vehicles. 
I marvel at the acts of genuine love that total 
strangers have bestowed upon others. My faith has 
been bolstered to levels often believed unattainable.

This glorious month of April may, as the song says, 
“April Showers That Bring May Flowers,” but my 
wish for all of us is that it brings much more of what 
we have learned in the past year, and those lessons 
from our G.A.O.T.U. remain steadfast in all of us.

First Lady’s Report 
by Lady Deb Griffith

Replacing the Curtains in Harrington Hall

It is with great pleasure and appreciation that I can 
tell you that we have ordered the new curtains for 
the Front Stage and they should be hung by the end 
of May. This could not have happened if it wasn’t for 
the generosity of Units, Clubs, and individuals. We 
will also be able to replace the side curtains and the 
back blinds in Harrington Hall.

We are also raffling off two quilts to raise funds to 
complete these projects. They can be purchased 
through Sarah, myself, members of the Divan and 
members of OB. For ONLY $5 you can purchase a 
chance to win these amazing quilts that will enhance 
any room. Please, feel free to buy as many as you 
want.

Thank you for all your support.

FIRST
LADY'S
PROJECT
R E P L A C I N G
H A R R I N G T O N
H A L L
C U R T A I N S

Direct
contributions

accepted, please
contact Sarah

Thank you 
-Lady Susan Harrison -
$20

Balance
$6,209

Goal -
$7,000

New
shipment
of glasses

are in!
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Flower Baskets
Mothers Day May 9th

Fundraiser for transportation of patients to Shriners Hospitals for Children providing medical care for children 
including orthopedic, burns, cleft lip and palate, and spinal injuries – regardless of the family’s ability to pay.

Order your beautiful �ower basket now and they will be ready for Mothers Day. 
Pickup at Al Kader Shrine Center in Wilsonville on May 5, 2021 from 12-4:00 p.m..

Send orders c/o  Larry White
507 N 19th Ave #50
Cornelius Or 97113
971-221-8372
larry.white943@gmail.com

Baskets @ $25 Each Totals:

Make checks payable to:
Al Kader Mayan Tribe

12” Mixed Basket $25

Name:

Address:

Phone:   Email:

All baskets will be a mix of �owers in bloom.
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Heading off to College and need a Covid-19 test?
Traveling soon and a Covid-19 test is required within 72 hours of flying?

Signature Healthcare at Home has partnered with Kashi Clinical Laboratories 
to offer on-site mobile COVID-19 testing units for you.  COVID-19 specimen 
collecting by nasal swab and saliva test. Then sent to testing lab for results.

Our mobile COVID-19 testing provides a 48-hour turnaround on results (from 
lab receiving test). Nurse Practitioner services for telehealth visits available to 
COVID-19 positive individuals. As well as on going surveillance options avail-
able.

Pricing varies based on turnaround time and weekend lab reporting. 

Contact Signature Healthcare at Home to find out where we are testing or 
sign up online and a Signature COVID Specialist will get back to you.

www.signaturehch.com/covid-test

COVID-19 Testing
Results in 48-hours

www.signaturehch.com/covid-test
503-701-3652

WITH YOUR 
PHONE CAMERA

SCAN ME
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ShrinersShrinersCruiseCruise
Join  Carl Thompson and Terry  Griffith

& their ladies for their postponed
Potentates Panama Canal Cruise

January 18-28, 2022 - Round trip from
Ft Lauderdale, into the Panama Canal

aboard the Crown Princess

This is not to be confused with the
Potentates Trip of 2022

Starting at $949.00
 Cruise + fees only

Air, transfers, 
Lodging being negotiated Contact Bernie 

Getaways Travel
541-317-1274

Fez Dinner

 Nights

 Daily

Gatherings
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Membership Report 
by Carl Robinson, Assistant Rabban

I am pleased that even in this time of the Corona 
Virus Pandemic, we were able to welcome eight 
new Nobles and their Ladies:  Noble Richard O. 
Berg and Lady Jennifer; Noble Timothy J. Best 
and Lady Theresa; Noble Patrick D. Breshears and 
Lady Sarah-Jane; Noble John O. Coulter; Noble 
Glynn B. Davis and Lady Pamela; Noble Christian 
J. Garrett and Lady Amber; Noble Jonathon D. 
Rievley and Lady Emily; and Noble Manase Salema. 
As circumstances improve, and we have the 
opportunity, we look forward to welcoming these 
new Nobles and their Ladies in person at Al Kader 
Shrine.

Although the Virtual Cold Sands went very well, 
we look forward to being able to do a full, in person 
Ceremonial when Covid restrictions are lifted. Our 
current membership now stands at 993. We hope to 
have many opportunities to interact with our Blue 
Lodge Brothers as conditions improve. I would like 
to encourage all Nobles to become familiar with 
“Be a Shriner Now” at www.beashrinernow.com. It 
is one of our most valuable resources.

Greeters 
by Noble Don Slezak

Good News. It looks like the Pandemic is about 
to break. Not all at once of course but a little bit 
at a time. I guess this is better than no change 
at all. It means that some meetings are possible 
with restrictions, of course. This is better than 
no meeting or a zoom meeting. It also means the 
Greeters can resume greeting again. As a result 
we need to have our next meeting on April 13, 
2021 at 6 pm at the Shrine Center. We should have 
a schedule of a few events that we can participate 
in. One that I know of is the Al Kader Picnic. It will 
be at the Yoshida Estate in Troutdale. We have our 
normal check-in duties. Details will follow at a later 
date.

The officers were installed at the March meeting so 
we a good for another year. If you haven’t paid your 
dues for 2021 now would be a great time to do it. 
They don’t get any cheaper the longer you wait.

We voted to donate $500 to the First Ladies project.

The Cyclowns are taking over the golf tournament 
and the Greeters will give them as much help as 
we can. It looks like they have some great things 
planned so plan on playing in the Tournament on 
August 12th. You are guaranteed to have a good 
time. Details can be found on pages 26-27.

There are still some golf pouches still available for 
the unbelievably low price of $10.00. These can 
be used for your cell phone, keys, money, mask 
or Kleenex. This is something that is hard to live 
without. If you are interested, call me at 503 708- 
4872.

Any Noble in search of a unit look no further 
than the Greeters. Call me at 503 708- 4872 for 
everything you wanted to know but were afraid to 
ask.

Greeters officers were installed by I.S. Terry Griffith; 
From left: Don Slezak, President, Larry Smith, 
Secretary, Gary Scott, Treasurer.

Director of Units 
by Noble Robert Baugh and Lady Deb

I have some great news. Things are looking up 
and I have some parades that are definitely on.

Early last week I received a few phone calls from 
our Clubs and Units asking for some updates, and 
only had bad news. So let’s start with what I do 
know: Heppner, The Dalles, Newport, Florence, 
and Scio have web pages that the parades 
announced they are cancelled. 

I wanted to wait and see if other parades later on in 
the year are still on, and I can begin to announce 
that some are planning to resume and just 
announce they will have the event.

The Portland Starlite parade is a go with major 
modifications, Lebanon is going to be a reverse 
parade, and Turner, Sisters, and St Helens are 
most likely cancelled. I am still looking into 
Sheridan, Walport, Tillamook, Prineville.

From the Divan Newsletter - “With the canceling 
of the Ball, the addition of at least eight new 
Nobles and the refreshing of our Center, we have 
decided to have an open house on June 12th. We 
are still working out the details but please share 
the information. Depending on where we are 
with restrictions, it might be an opportunity to 
“showcase” our Units for our new Nobles as well 
as have fun. A light lunch is being considered, as 
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well.” It would be a great event for units and 
clubs to be in attendance are do some marketing 
to promote your groups. I have some ideas, but 
would like some feedback. Maybe a friendly 
composition, with a presentation idea. 

I will be sending out more info in the near 
future as I have more details about the Starlight 
Parade. This one is a big deal. 

With the grace of God we have turned the 
corner, and maybe this craziness soon will be 
over.

Fraternally yours.

by Dereesa Reid, Administrator of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children - Portland

Every March our annual report is due to our 
headquarters office in Tampa to share our 
accomplishments from the previous year. 
A special thanks to all of the departments 
that contributed information to the 2020 
Annual Report. Despite many historical 
events throughout 2020, the SHC-Portland 
team remained true to our mission and 
moved steadily ahead with many great 
accomplishments, including several awards!

The list of research publications and education 
is impressive. Research publications span 
across many departments, from medical staff, 
clinical research, speech therapy, motion lab, 
and more! While we are very accustomed to 
our physician residents and medical student 
rotations, other departments also provide 
training to residents and interns through several 
academic affiliations, including our orthotics 
and prosthetics department. Our rehabilitation 
services department also provides a variety of 
education through academic affiliations in the 
areas of physical therapy, speech therapy, and 
occupational therapy.

On the operational front, Fast Track Video 
Visits launched in 2020 and rapidly expanded for 
outpatient clinic visits as well as speech therapy 
visits. The future of telehealth is here to stay as 
many patients enjoy the convenience of being 
seen from the comfort of their home.

Often the quietest area of our hospital is our 
basic science research department. I am proud 
to say that all of our labs and research imaging 
core have continued with their research projects 
and continue to be supported by excellent grant 
funding. Moreover, our clinical research department 
continues to receive grants for the latest drug 
trials and innovative treatments in certain pediatric 
neuromuscular conditions.

I have only mentioned a few highlights from SHC-
Portland’s 36 page annual report. I am truly inspired 
by our team’s unwavering commitment to our 
mission and to achieving many goals throughout the 
historic COVID-19 year of 2020! 

Concert Band 
by Noble Jeff Zimmerman

Spring is upon us, the early blooms are welcoming us 
each morning. There are buds on the trees, and the 
many and various birdsongs are increasing daily. And 
new this year, but just as welcomed is the increased 
availability of COVID vaccines. Our months-long 
desire for warmer temperatures and longer days is 
slowly being realized.

But there is still a major part of our Fraternal lives 
missing; PARADES. By this time in past years, many, 
many past years, most of our clubs and units are 
making final preparations for parade appearances. 
It’s been over a year now since there has been an Al 
Kader parade entrant in the traditional sense, in a 
long line-up of entrants winding its way through the 
blocks of cheering people. We all miss the shouts 
from the crowd of “Thank You Shriners” and “We 
Love You, Shriners.” These public displays of our 
different units having fun and attracting attention to 
the FEZ not only builds the relationships between 
Shriners and the public, they greatly increase the 
bonds between our Nobles, Ladies, and Associate 
Members within our own ranks.

I know the musicians of the Concert Band are deeply 
missing the times together as we normally would 
be selecting and rehearsing music to play on the 
parade routes, doing touch-ups on the band wagon, 
making sure our parade uniforms are ready to go, 
and making sure all the keys and valves work on our 
parade instruments. We miss hearing the different 
sections of the band blending to produce the solid 
sound that gets the attention of the crowds on the 
street as we roll toward them.

I’m reminded of a joke I read recently involving a 
band director and players in the band:

continued on page 12
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Hola and Privet! 
 
I wanted to start off by saying hello in the same manner that Illustrious Sir Terry did 
when he sent his message to me where he began with the Hawaiian word "Aloha". So, I 
googled on line to find out how Oregonians say "hello". Well, come to find out it's "hello"! 
But since google indicated that Spanish and Russian are the next 2 prevalent 
languages in your state, I opted to start off with those. 
 
Anyways, how exciting it is to create new alliances and new friendships. I don't know 
what this isn't done more often! I know that many of you are have been concerned 
about us here in Hawaii when that cold front hit us a few weeks and the temperature 
plummeted down to 67 for a couple days.  But don't worry, we got thru it! 
 
On behalf of all the members of the Aloha Temple, we want to thank all of you for being 
in favor of this twinning as just in the few short weeks, it has created many new 
friendships that will last a lifetime. 
 
We are looking forward to meeting many of you in person when you make your trip to 
Hawaii this August and hope to reciprocate on my next trip to Portland as you are just a 
few miles South of there. Until then, I would like to share with you our recently 
developed, high tech weather station (See Below) that all of our news stations are 
switching over to starting this year for increased accuracy in their weather forecasting.   
I hope that you can modify it to work for your area. 
 
Mahalo! 
And see you again soon! 
Marty Alexander / "Maui Marty" 
Potentate 2021 
Aloha Shriners 
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Al KaderAl Kader
PilgrimagePilgrimage

This is NOT a Potentates Trip
but a special Pilgrimage to share
ideas and awareness of our
Temples, with fun & fellowship 

Accompany IS Terry and 1st Lady Debby on a Pilgrimage to visit our
Alliance Temple, ALHOHA in Hawaii. Leaving Portland on August 17,
returning August 24. Superior accommodations at the Prince Waikiki
Westin, overlooking the Marina and Pacific Ocean ($249/night, includes
some breakfasts). Planning on Honolulu Hospital visit and Potes Luau.
Contact IS Terry for additional information and assistance in planning.



12          Al Kader Oasis - April 2021

Director: “I want to hear the flutes at measure 12.”

(the flutes play what’s written)

Saxophone player: “That sounds cool, I didn’t 
know they played that melody.”

Trumpet player: “I didn’t know we had flutes in the 
band!”

A similar situation played out in life the last time 
we were all in Baker City for Football Weekend, 
seems like ages ago. The Concert Band was set-up 
in a circle in the grass at the motel to play a few 
tunes. We played a song that we had played many 
times on the band wagon. When the song ended, 
a musician sitting across the circle from me said, 
“I’ve never heard your part before, what a great 
countermelody.” 

Sometimes we each get so concentrated on what 
we are contributing we miss what those around 
us are contributing. Feel free to associate this 
statement to nearly every aspect of your life and 
see if it pertains. Then slow down to view the big 
picture and adjust accordingly. 

Summer is coming and the nation is making 
headway against the pandemic; let’s keep our 
guard up and stay strong until we get the “all 
clear.” Then we can all rejoice that, once again, we 
can work together and share our contributions to 
the Greatest Philanthropy on Earth.

Fine for now.

Shriners Helping Shriners 
by Bill and Donnaclaire Blankinship 

Lest we forget all of the benefits of being a 
Freemason and Shriner, I want to let you all know 
what a dollop of gratitude that Donnaclaire and I 
now have as a token of good cheer that was given 
us these past few days. Being home confined these 
past many months, we sometime forget that there 
are actually friends who do remember us and care 
for our welfare.  

With the new vaccinations coming out last 
December, we looked forward to receiving 
the “shots” that would bring an end to our 
confinement ... so, we filled out the forms and sent 
them off to all prospective vaccination clinics, but 
found the wheels ground slowly and our turns 
seem to never find us. Somewhat of a surprise, VA 
has never considered my turn was due, but finally, 
we were contacted by Portland Metro area with 
appointment dates. Since we live in unincorporated 
Washington County, Neither Hillsboro or 
Beaverton were considered for us ... so the choice 

was downtown Portland at the Convention Center.  
We were discouraged to find that the lines were 
long, and waiting and walking time up to 4 hours, 
plus, after driving downtown, we found that parking 
was a problem, even in a parking garage which was a 
walking blocks away.  

Then we found a way from a story in the Al Kader 
Oasis, saying to contact the Hospital Support Club, 
and transportation would be available. True to their 
word, on the 16th of February, a white van with 
Al Kader Shriners blazing on it, showed up at our 
home, with Kathy and Bob Walliker driving and 
helping us board. Off we went to the Convention 
Center ... right to the front door where we were met 
by more helpers. With a couple of wheel chairs, 
pushed by National Guardsmen, we went right 
through the waiting line, completed all of the paper 
work, got our vaccinations and called our “magic 
carpet” van, with Kathy and Bob waiting to take us 
home. All in about 3 hours door to door.

Today, March 9th, we again were met at our door by 
Kathy and Bob Walliker in the white Al Kader Shrine 
van, and again in about 3 hours we were complete 
with our second and last vaccination.   

So, our thanks and gratitude to the Shrine and 
especially to Kathy and Bob Walliker, who twice 
gave up a day of their lives to prove that Shriners 
care for each other.    
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Al Kader Classified Ads 
If you have something that you would 
like to include in our “want ad section,” 
please feel free to send it to Terry at griff@
bendbroadband.com. Please include 
pictures if you have them.

Help Wanted:  
PAINTERS / CLEANERS NEEDED

We need a few painters and several 
people to help clean up your 
Shrine Temple. This is all fairly 
light work and the more we get the 
faster it will go. Units which have 
equipment in the shop should send 
a representative to help. May 15th 
9am with lunch being served. Please 
contact Sarah and let her know you 
will be there!

Help Wanted:  
POWER WASHER NEEDED

A person or team of two to power 
wash the shop area. Will need to 
utilize the lift truck and should 
be able to work around heights. 
Probably a 2-day job.

Help Wanted:  
GENERAL LIGHT MECHANIC NEEDED

Ok, maybe not a mechanic, but we 
could use someone who wants to 
work on our van (which hasn’t been 
started for a few years). We need 
to get it cleaned up so we can sell 
it. Sooner than later would be 
great. Possibly buy a new battery 
and get it running.

AL KADER SHRINERS

Membership
Dashboard

As of March 18,2021

These numbers are for
your reference in
tracking our Nobles, so
that you know exactly
where we stand. We
Need YOUR help!

993 Current Regular Members

11 Current Associate Members

1004 Total Members

9 Creations

10 Losses

18 Candidates
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 LET’S “Z O O M” TOGETHER 

Come and join the fun – fellowship 

    
Join us every Tuesday evening around 6:10. 

Register with Ralph Jubb at rjubb@comcast.net with this info.: 

Your name 
Your email address 

 !!”BINGO”!!  He may even email you a fun BINGO card so you can 
play too - ask him!  Your Unit, Club or you can use these ZOOM 
meetings to help the Al Kader Shriner’s Family stay together. 
 You will need a computer or ipad or iphone with a camera and 
microphone.   

All Shriners and non-Shriners – join us and 

“KEEP THE AL KADER FIRES BURNING” during these “I miss you” days. 

          

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

Al Kader Shrine
Shriners International

25100 SW Parkway Ave
Wilsonville, OR 97070-9600

CHANGE of ADDRESS
Name _____________________________
Old Address ________________________
City ______________State ___ Zip ______
NEW Address ______________________
City ______________State ___ Zip ______

Please add Telephone # (       ) __________
SEND THIS COUPON TO:

Recorder, Al Kader Shrine Center
25100 SW Parkway Ave.

Wilsonville, OR 97070-9600

NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 497
PORTLAND, OR
Dated Material

Please Rush

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS
Please note that all dates and events shown here are subject to change without notice

Need New Windows? Call US, your local window guys, estimates are FREE 
We are locally owned and operated sales & installation specialists. We provide quality 

vinyl, fiberglass, wood and aluminium products from a variety of manufacturers.
We are now offering Roofing, Siding, Window and Door replacement 

Take advantage of our FREE in-home consultations and no-obligation, zero-hassle 
estimates. We accept all major credit cards, and offer financing to qualified buyers. 

We use our own staff of experienced installers - no subcontractors. 
14710 SE Lee Avenue, Portland, OR 97267

(Corner of Oak Grove Blvd and Lee)

(503) 230-0500
www.lifetimewindows.net

Your  Home Window and Door Specialists
Locally Owned and operated

NO Subcontractors

Al Kader OASIS - January 2015 - Page 20

January 2015
Friday, January 2

Divan Fellowship 6:00-8:00 PM
Saturday, January 3 

Rehearsal
Installation of Officers 5:00 PM

Sunday, January 4
Caravaners Breakfast - 11:30 AM

Saturday, January 10
Hillah Installation of Officers 5:00 PM

Monday, January 12
Stated meeting   5:30 PM

Friday,January 16
Club/Unit/ Divan Networking 6:30 PM

Saturday, January 17
Club/Unit/Divan Training 8:00 AM

Monday, January 19
Board Meeting 6:00 PM
Saturday, January 24

East/West Football Committee Meeting
Prineville- 8:00AM

Monday, January 26
Divan Meeting 6:00 PM
Thursday, January 29

Unit Head Meeting 6:00 PM
Saturday, January 31

Oriental Band Crab Feed 5:00 PM
Nile Shrine Center Potentate’s Ball 6:00 PM 

Sunday, February 1
Big Game Day Party 2:00 PM

Saturday, February 14 
Mardi Gras Social 5:00 PM

Monday, February 16
Board Meeting 6:30 PM  

February 19-22
Winter PNSA

Seattle
Monday, February 23

Divan Meeting
Dinner 6:00 PM

Meeting 7:00 PM
Thursday, February 26

Unit Head Meeting
Dinner 6:00 PM

Meeting 7:00 PM
Saturday, February 28
DeMolay Grand Master
Reception 12:00 PM 

February 2015 March 2015
Sunday, March 8

DON Installation-9:00 AM
Monday, March 9

Stated Meeting
Doors open 5:30 PM
Monday, March 16

Board Meeting-6:30 PM
Saturday, March 21

Potentates Ball 
Oasis-5:00 PM

Monday, March 23
Divan Meeting
Dinner 6:00 PM

Thursday, March 26
Unit Head Meeting 6:00 PM

Saturday, March 28
Al Kader Kids Easter Egg Hunt

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Sing Out For
New Members!
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1st  Lady's Project

Quilt Raffle
Two beautiful quilts, graciously

donated by Lady Pam Gamble

TICKETS COST $5.  FOR THE BENEFIT

OF AL KADER SHRINE (THEATER

CURTAIN PROJECT) RAFFLE DAWING

DURING THE AL KADER AWARDS

BANQUET, DECEMBER 11, 2021

Need not be present to win. 

Tickets available by contacting 1st Lady

Debby at griffith@bendcable.com, any of

your elected Divan members or Sarah at

the Shrine Center.

Win these quilts
King sized



16          Al Kader Oasis - April 2021

Potentate’s Calendar - January 2021

AApprriill  
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    To Newport Newport  

       
       

 

Potentate’s Calendar

TIP OF THE FEZ
• To our very own Sarah Sweeten (Gourde) 
for all the extra work she does in keeping Al 
Kader operating

• For the efforts of Illustrious Recorder Todd 
Weedman and the all-encompassing job of 
keeping the lights working (and everything 
else) plus being a top notched Recorder.

• Noble Historian John Smith for his tedious 
and time-consuming job of researching our 
history and then writing the articles to keep 
us aware of our past. 

• To your Finance Committee, for making 
hard decisions and keeping our investments 
heading upwards, including I.S Carl 
Thompson, Nobles Matt Wand, Shareef 
Hakim, Craig Wilcox, Gillan Bradley, Mark 
Phillips and I.S Todd Weedman.
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Donald M Simon 4/1

Elmer S Clinton 4/3

Philip E Draper 4/3

Kenneth A Marlow 4/3

Richard T Magers 4/3

Mark R Mayne  4/3

Stephen F Birskovich III 4/3

Wilbur L Wood 4/4

Dale W Claypool 4/4

Dale D Johnson 4/4

Brian S McDowell 4/4

William R Williams 4/5

Martin M Klos M.D. 4/5

Michael W Young 4/5

Raymond V Breshears Jr. 4/5

Michael S Newgard 4/6

Grant I Sharp  4/7

John J Graf  4/7

Brian T Black  4/8

David R Grover 4/8

William F Bitar 4/9

Paul A Blackburn 4/9

Douglas E Carson 4/9

Christian J Garrett 4/9

John O Hilderbrand 4/10

Skip F Stanaway 4/10

John D Annand II 4/11

Troy E McGowan 4/12

Waldon G Kinney 4/12

Warren A Jackson 4/12

George B Hueth 4/13

Kelly G Ross  4/13

Don L Broxson 4/13

Marvin C Hardin 4/13

Shaun E Weaver 4/13

Gilman B Smith 4/14

Samuel G Hearing 4/14

Mark R Reed  4/14

Frederick M Gardner 4/15

Peter A Padilla  4/17

Timothy M Iseri 4/17

Ralph Smeed  4/18

Jo G Turner  4/18

Philip S Strother 4/18

Richard C Crist 4/18

Brett T Hamilton 4/18

Robert F Barrowcliff 4/19

Melvin C Ray  4/19

Edward E Harrison 4/19

Fred Wendt  4/20

Roland B Kline  4/21

Philip A Strother 4/21

Donald E Tubbs 4/22

Steve M Dunn  4/22

Kenneth P Spence 4/22

Craig R Thornburgh 4/22

Allen M Levy  4/22

Ronnie L Smith 4/23

Jon A Englund  4/25

John O Coulter 4/25

Lane A Maclean 4/25

Frank R Brewington 4/26

John G Dennis  4/26

Jeff Crowder  4/26

Bryan L Braun  4/26

Robert J Tupper 4/27

Eugene E Hannan 4/27

Roy E Bolt  4/28

Leigh R Bock  4/28

Thomas D Chappelle 4/28

Scott M Freeman 4/28

April Birthdays!

Eldon Barker  2/11/21
Gerald Crawford 3/7/21

We do not lose the ones we love, They only go before.
Where there is everlasting life, Where sorrow is no more.
And there the soul will always live, And peace is everywhere.
We do not lose the ones we love, God takes them in his care.

Nobles Visited by the Black Camel:
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Martin Klos MD MBA 
AKA: Skydoc
2021 Assistant Rabban

Ever since I was a kid, I wanted to be a fighter pilot. 
My dad was in the Air Force (starting in the Army 
Air Corps in WWII) and had retired after 28 years 
in service. He went on to become a professor of 
engineering down in Klamath Falls, living close to 
the Air Base where F-4s regularly flew with the Air 
National Guard. So, the sounds of jet engines often 
woke me up in the mornings and would sustain me 
during my summers playing outside.

I went to college (if your dad is a professor you 
don’t have much choice) but after my Freshman 
year I visited the Air Force recruiter. He politely 
explained to me the difference between Enlisted 
and Officers. 3 more years of “edumacation” and I 
could be an “occifer!” Well, I knew the difference 
between the two ends of the shovel, so I decided 
to stay in school. I had the drive to fly though and 
asked him what my chances were of becoming a 
fighter pilot. The answer was “none.” You see, I wore 
glasses and pilots had to be rigidly perfect in body to 
fly. So, I needed a new career idea! Looking around 
my small town of Klamath Falls I thought the only 
people with enough money to fly airplanes were 
doctors. School was easy so I decided to be a doctor 
(btw -- Accountants make much more money, I later 
learned). 

During Med School I became fascinated with drugs 
(not for me, but with what transpires in the human 
brain). This was a natural outreach from my job 
as a college student working in the neurobiology 
lab where they were testing drugs on nerves 
for the CIA. I was on an Air Force Scholarship 
in med school and I decided to try a rotation in 
Anesthesiology. What a fun time that was! I applied 
for and got a Residency in Anesthesiology. (During 
residency, my wife and I both went to flight school 
and became private pilots.) 

After residency I was working in the Air Force as 
an Anesthesiologist at David Grant Hospital, Travis 
AFB in California.  During my first year there the 
department chair mentioned that the Air Force 
was asking for applicants to go to Flight Surgery 

school. I asked for an application and was told 
specialists needed to work for 5 years before they 
could transfer to Flight Medicine. Two colonels, 
and two one-star generals endorsed my application, 
and each reminded me of the rules that meant 
I could not go. But with two colonels and two 
generals endorsing me I got orders to go to flight 
surgery school.  What a kick flying in the “Tweety 
Birds” (two-seater jets) and learning all about flight 
physiology.  (Did you know fighter and bomber 
pilots can get the Bends?) After school was done, I 
went back to Travis for another year of active duty, 
then got out and moved to Fargo North Dakota, 
home of the National Guard F-16 fighter group 
“The Happy Hooligans.” My Childhood dream was 
coming true!

When a new doctor joins a fighter pilot squadron 
the pilots try to do two things; embarrass 
them (doctors are generally nerds and easy to 
embarrass) and try to make them sick in the 
airplane. I don’t embarrass easily and they also 
could not get me to throw up. No matter what they 
did to me I always asked for more. I loved every 
minute of flights in the F-16 and would be doing 
it today if my back had not given out. Since I was 
so game, the pilots in the squadron dubbed me 
“Skydoc” for my name badge and I have worn that 
nickname with great pride ever since.



Al Kader Oasis - April 2021          19

History Finds Its Way Home 
by I.S. Todd Weedman

Recently Al Kader Shriners was gifted a 
figurine from Jade Woods, a Masonic Brother 
from Eugene, who found this artifact in a 
local antique store. It is significant as it is 
dated 1920, the year Al Kader Temple hosted 
the Imperial Session, where Shriners from 
across the country traveled by plane, train, 
and automobile to Portland, and at which the 
creation of the Shrine Hospital system was 
voted on and approved.

We can assume this was created for a 
purpose related to this great gathering, or in 
recognition of that monumental event.

Thank you, Brother Woods, for this donation, 
and to Noble Michael Richardson for 
delivering it to Al Kader. We cherish such 
pieces of history and welcome any information 
our Nobility may have regarding this figurine’s 
history and journey over the last 100 years.
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With the increase of online shopping, it is important 
to remember that if Amazon is one of your favorite 
online shopping sites, you can ask Amazon to donate 
a percentage of your purchases to a qualified 
charitable organization such as Shriners Hospitals for 
Children… This Costs You Nothing at All! 

 
 

 
First, you must sign up for AmazonSmile 
 
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign-up-for-amazonsmile 
 
 

If you are already using AmazonSmile, go to 
Your Account, scroll to the bottom of the page 
and select Choose AmazonSmile Charity. 
 

 
 
 

Type Shriners Hospital 
and click the Search button. 
 
Select Shriners Hospitals 
for Children… 
 
That’s it, 
Amazon will now donate to Shriners 
automatically. 
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2300 Masonic Way • Forest Grove, OR 97116
 503-357-4133 • www.jenningsmccall.com

Jennings McCall is a non-profit - locally owned & operated.

Enduring, compassionate care since 1922.

Call to schedule your free lunch & tour!

The best decision 
you can make 
for a life of 

independence, 
confidence and 

freedom.

• Adult Living 
You Design

• Retirement 
Living

• Assisted 
Living

• Progressive 
Care

• Memory 
Care
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AL KADER CLEAN-UP
& PAINTING DAY

Saturday May 15, 9am

Paint stage area
Clean up Sun Room
Organize East Shop area                                       
Clean breezeway
Remove broken limbs

COME JOIN THE FUN AND
FINISH UP YOUR TEMPLE

RSVP to Sarah
Lunch Provided

Help the 

Potentate
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Last Spring, in an effort to create funding and 
utilize our facility, our kitchen was rented to a 
local chef. Through his efforts our kitchen was 
certified through the Department of Agriculture 
for the selling of food, which makes it more 
attractive to potential renters. I think it is 
important that you know who is using our facility 
and what his background includes. I am very 
pleased to introduce you to Chef Bill King.

Bill has a farm about a mile from the Center and 
is selling prepared meals from that location. He 
also does catering for small intimate groups as 
well as larger groups. When he began renting 
our kitchen we had talked about him becoming 
a “package deal” for our venue and will be 
recommended to groups that rent our facility. He 
will also, now that our facility has been refreshed, 
make suggestions to his clients as well. 

We had the opportunity to sample his abilities 
at the virtual installation. This experience lasted 
about 1 ½ hours and was amazingly memorable. 
It was not a meal but dining journey, one like you 
would expect to have in well-known dinner clubs, 
but not in Harrington Hall. Here is an excerpt 
relating to his abilities:

In addition to King Culinary Concepts, Bill 
currently operates King Culinary Consulting: 
a firm specializing in restaurant start-up, 
operational development, training and education, 
re-branding and concept development. The 
company has recently responded to many 
requests by adding catering to the list of 
services.

Bill joined McCormick & Schmick’s Restaurant 
Group in 1985. As Vice President of Culinary 
Development and Training during Bill’s 25 years 
with the company, the group grew from 6 to 96 
fine dining seafood restaurants.

Chef Bill has a long list of talents and awards, 
including...

• Past Vice President of the International 
Corporate Chefs Association and President of 
theGlobal Culinary Innovators Association.

• Teaching positions at culinary schools and 
corporate organizations

• Fluent in most international cuisines, 
specializing in American Regional, French, Italian 
and Latin

• Author of 4 cookbooks with awards honored for 
A Chef’s Bounty and Vintner’s Kitchen

• 1987 Oregon Seafood Chef of the Year

• Semi-finalist in the American Seafood 
Championship

• Consultant to the State of Oregon

• Honored to cook twice at the James Beard 
House

• Founder and Co-Chairperson of Share Our 
Strength’s Taste of the Nation charity event

Hopefully, at the Potentate’s Banquet you will be 
able to sample his fare and enjoy it as we did. 

REMEMBER, YOU MUST SCHEDULE ALL 
USE OF THE KITCHEN FACILITY AT LEAST 
2 WEEKS IN ADVANCE – SCHEDULE WITH 
SARAH.
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John Smith, AL KADER Historian 

told us that an “AK Pioneer” had brought the first telephone 
to Oregon.  Noble Frank Brewington, who grew-up in Eastern Oregon 
(Burns), recalled that prior to telephone poles, the early telephone lines 
were supported by being intertwined amongst the wire fences.
Source: Noble Frank Brewington 
Noble J.R.N. Bell would throw his hat into Marys River in Corvallis but 
only following an OSU victory in the annual OSU Beavers vs the UofO 
Ducks football game.  After Noble Bell was too old to “perform”, many 
of the people of Corvallis assumed his role.  They would, following only 
a victory by OSU, congregate on the banks of the River and reenact 
Noble Bell’s iconic act. 
 Source:  Off Beat Oregon; “Corvallis Veterans were heroes of…” 
The vanished town of Dolph in south Tillamook County was named for 
Noble Joseph N. Dolph.  This made it one of the many geographic 
places in Oregon that were named after “Al Kader Pioneers”. 
Source:  South Tillamook County History 
Members of the “Vista House Association” included Nobles J. E. 
Werlein, J. Meier, J.C. Ainsworth and Portland Mayor George Baker. 
Source:  Sunday Oregonian; 1916 
Mystery – Why did Charter Member “Peter Rockey Earhart” change his 
name to “Rockey Preston Earhart?   What was he trying to hide?   
“History” wants to know! 
Source:  Scottish Rite 
“A 15-gal. still, 150 gals. of mash, 3 pints of moonshine, 2 gals. of wine 
and 4 gals. of beer” were confiscated from a Portland home. 
Source:  Oregonian; December 24, 1930 
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“When I was about 6 years old (1886) I went to a (new) one-room 
ungraded school at Arlie, Oregon.  Seats were made of straight boards 
long enough for two to sit on.  Two boards were used for the back and 
a wider one was attached to the back of the seat and slightly slanted to 
form the desk for the pupil behind   A small shelf underneath held 
books, slate and slate pencil.  In the center of the room was a large 
cast-iron stove…On a small bench at the back of the room was a water 
bucket and a tin cup hung on a nail.  We all used the same cup.  The 
teacher made $25 a month and ‘boarded around’ usually for a week at 
a time...” 
Source:  WAGON WHEELS roll on to the Oregon Country; 1970; “Jessie 
Bump”; page 1 
DISASTERS -WHAT DID AL KADER DO? Research found it did little.  Al 
Kader recognized and reacted to society’s disasters.  It mourned, 
paraded, celebrated and remembered but, likely, it’s rules regarding 
fun, fellowship, religion and politics prevented group involvement. 
DISASTERS – WHAT DID individual SHRINERS DO? Research found that 
individuals did much.  Their individual or family doings were dedicated 
to raising funds, first-aid, wives passed out flowers, blood drives, giving 
blood, Liberty Bond sales and purchase, transportation, war volunteer, 
Red Cross, opening their homes, recycling, collecting and many-many 
more. 
WHAT DID YOU DO?  If you helped in a world disaster, tell us how. 
starmason@aol.com 
Source: Oregonian; multiple issues 
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Aug 12, 2021Aug 12, 2021GOLF
tournamentGOLF
tournament

Oregon city golf club
20124 S. Beavercreek Rd
Oregon city, oR 97045
8:00 am Registration &
   pu�ing challenge
9:00 am Shotgun start

huge Prizes. BBQ lunch. Entertainment.
games & challenges. free stuff. raffles. 

... all with that “cyclown” vibe. 

$125/player
$500/Foursome

 Net proceeds go to the cyclowns at al kader shrine. 
sponsorships available! 

Sponsorships are not deductible as a charitable contribution, but may be deductible as 
an advertising expense for your business..

Call Sarah to reserve your spot (503) 682-4420
or Patrick for sponsorships (503) 734-0337
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Aug 12, 2021Aug 12, 2021GOLF
tournamentGOLF
tournament
Sponsorships!

$125/player or $500/Foursome

Call Sarah with your credit card to
pay for your spot (503) 682-4420. Snap a photo of this complete 

form and email to sarah.gourde@alkadershriners.org

$150 Sign sponsorship on a hole

$1,000 Regular Sponsor: foursome, package of perks, 1/4 page ad in the Oasis for 1 year, banner (3)

$1,500 Major Sponsor: foursome, package of perks, 1/2 page ad in the Oasis for 1 year, Your company rep at  
 Tee Box with game, banner (3)

$2,000 Putting Contest Sponsor: Two foursomes, package of perks, full page ad in the Oasis for 1 year, Rep at 
 the putting contest, banner

Team Captain Shriner?
Name:
E-mail:
Phone:

Shriner?
Name:
E-mail:
Phone:

Shriner?
Name:
E-mail:
Phone:

Shriner?
Name:
E-mail:
Phone:

Registration Deadline is August 4, 2021. Players are limited to 144 players, 36 teams.
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POTENTATES
CAMPFIRE

Join IS Terry and 1st Lady Debby
for a visit around the campfire

(virtual) to visit and answer your
questions

Every 3rd Thursday of the month
beginning at 6:00pm zoom invites
sent out on Tuesday by email blast

 Aprils "theme" is SPRING, with best
idea winning a great gift!  Join the fun!
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Shriners International 
25100 SW Parkway Ave. Wilsonville, Or 
Office 503-682-4420 Fax 503-685-5080 

Email: info@alkadershriners.org 

PETITION FOR INITIATION & MEMBERSHIP 
AL KADER SHRINE - 2021 

To the Illustrious Potentate, Officers and Members of Al Kader Shrine, Oasis of Wilsonville: I am a Master Mason in good standing in   _______________ Lodge No. A. F. & A. M. and 
have been since (Date) ______________ Address __________________________________________ City/State __________________________ which is recognized by or in amity with 
the Conference of Grand Masters of North America. Furthermore, I have resided at my current address for not less than six months, as required by the Bylaws of the Imperial Council. I 
respectfully pray that I may be made a Noble of the Mystic Shrine, and become a member of Al Kader Shrine. If I be found worthy and my request granted, I promise to conform to the 
Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of The Imperial Council and the Bylaws and ceremonials of your Al Kader Shrine.  
Have you previously applied for admission to any Shrine Center of the order? _____ Name? _________________ When? __________________ 
SIGNATURE _____________________________________________________ DATE ________________________ 

CANDIDATE INFORMATION 
PRINT FULL NAME _____________________________________________SPOUSE NAME ______________________ 
RESIDENCE __________________________________________________ CITY ___________________ STATE ______ 
ZIP _______ HOME PHONE (___) _______________ CELL (___) ______________ BUSINESS (___) ________________ 
EMAIL: ______________________________________________  
HAT SIZE _______   PROFESSION OR OCCUPATION _______________________________________ 
BIRTHPLACE CITY _______________________ STATE _____ DOB: MONTH _________ DAY ________ YEAR ________ 
SPOUSE EMAIL: ________________________________________ 
 

Are you Sr DeMolay? ______ Member of Scottish Rite? _____ York Rite ____ 
SPECIAL NOTE: PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF YOUR CURRENT BLUE LODGE DUES CARD 

This petition must be signed by two (2) Nobles in good standing in Al Kader Shrine 
Top line signer  
Noble _____________________________ Print Name _________________________ Member # ________________ 
Second line signer  
Noble _____________________________ Print Name _________________________ Member # ________________ 
 
 

Initiation fees, in full, must accompany Petition.  The first year’s dues may be prorated, based on date of initiation. 
Cost of Fez not included 

New Velour Fez $175.00, Fez Case and Accessories $50.00. Some used fezzes available in select sizes for $20 
Call the Shrine Office for details 503-682-4420 

 
2021 Ceremonials will be held   Total Fee for Initiation $100.00 – Total Fees for Shrine Year 2021 $140.00 
May 8th and October 2nd 
Anyone desiring to schedule additional  Enclosed is payment in the amount of $ ______________ Check No. _________ 
Cold Sands initiations, please contact    
The Recorder or Potentate   Please charge my Credit Card No.______________________________________ Exp ________ 
For Office Use: 
Recorders Record: Elected _________ Check $ __________ Created _____________ Member No. ________________ 

  

Involve yourself! Get active. Join a Shrine Club or Committee. If you are interested in any of the following, please 
make a mark next to the group you would like to learn more about. 

 
Al Kader Brew Club ____     Calliope Corps ____   Caravaners (RV Club) ____   Classic Cars ____   Concert Band ____ 

Cyclowns ____    Desert Patrol ____     Emerald Patrol ____     Greeters ____   Golf Tournament ____    
Hospital Guide ____    Hospital Support Club ____   Legion of Honor ____ Motor Escort ____   Oriental Band ____   

Patrol ____   Ritualists _____ Shrine Club in my area _____   Shurtah (police club) ____ 
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CANCELED
CANCELED

CANCELED
CANCELED

CANCELED
CANCELED

Calendar of Events
Please note that all dates and events shown here are subject to change without notice.

April May June
Thursday, April 15

6:00 pm  
Potentate’s Zoom Campfire

Saturday, April 10
Hillah Installation

Monday, April 19
6:00 pm - Divan Meeting

Thursday, April 22
6:00 pm - Unit Head Meeting

Saturday, April 24
The Dalles Parade (Pending)

Saturday, May 1
Newport Parade (Pending)

Sunday, May 9
4:00 pm 

Live at the Shrine Jazz

Monday, May 24
7:00 pm 

Stated Meeting

Monday, June 21
6 :00pm  

Divan Meeting

Thursday, June 24
6:00 pm 

Unit Head Meeting

Monday, June 28
7:00 pm 

Stated Meeting
(Review of Imperial Call)

For all club/unit meeting dates and times, visit AlkaderShriners.org

Please check with your Unit / Club leadership for meeting updates. All 
events are subject to closure or cancellation by the Potentate.

Notice of Stated Meeting

Monday, May 24, 2021

Please see email from the recorder for 
instructions on how to join.
7:00 p.m. Stated Meeting

Special Visitation by MWM Mike McGuyer, 
Grand Master of Masons in Oregon

Al Kader Shrine - Shiners International
Shrine Center - Wilsonville, Oregon

2021 Dues Card Required.

by Order of: Potentate I.S. Terry Griffith
Attest: I.S. Todd Weedman, Recorder


